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Where applicable, the draft Western Australian Department of Environment and
Conservation (DEC)I, guidelines for marine waters were adopted for the evaluation of the
water sampling results due to the nearest sensitive receptor for the planned facility being
the marine environment.

A review of the results of the water sampling indicated the following:

e In general the concentrations detected in the leachate sample were within DEC
marine waters guidelines; and

e the concentrations of pH and dissolved zinc exceeded the applicable guidelines in
both the Rain Water and Leachate samples, and were similar in both the Rain
Water and Leachate samples, indicating that these are likely to reflect background
conditions and are not representative of an adverse impact from the woodchips.

It should be noted that although there are no applicable guidelines for total petroleum
hydrocarbons (TPH), trace hydrocarbon concentrations (640ug/L, or parts per billion)
were detected in the leachate sample, but not the rainwater sample. This concentration is
not considered to represent a cause for concern. '

4. Conclusions

Since comparable concentrations of pH and Dissolved Zinc exceeding the applicable
guidelines were observed in both of the samples taken, the elevated concentrations in the
Leachate sample are considered to be naturally occurring.

It should be noted that the leachate from the woodchip storage area is collected and

discharged into a lined evaporation pond i.e. it is contained on-site, therefore the
comparison of these results with applicable marine guidelines is considered conservative.
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